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Sub. S.B. 274 
130th General Assembly 

(H. Commerce and Labor) 

 

 

Requires an affidavit submitted by a towing service, storage facility, repair 

garage, or place of storage for purposes of obtaining title to a motor vehicle to be in a 

form established by the Registrar of Motor Vehicles by rule. 

Alters the definition of "value" for purposes of the bill's take title provisions by 

removing the requirement that a motor vehicle value be the value of the vehicle in 

"good condition."  

Alters the definition of "value" for purposes of the bill's take title provisions by 

specifying that the value of a motor vehicle is the whole sale value minus both the 

estimated cost of repairs to restore the vehicle to its wholesale value and the cost of any 

agreed-upon repairs, rather than specifying that the value includes either of those repair 

costs as in the Senate-passed version of the bill.  

Requires a towing service to ensure that any vehicle removed from a private 

tow-away zone is taken to a location within 20 linear miles of the private tow-away 

zone unless it is not practicable, rather than to a place that is "conveniently located" as 

under the Senate-passed version. 

Requires a towing service to give oral or written notification to a vehicle owner 

that the vehicle owner may pay a drop fee equal to one-half the normal removal charge 

when the owner arrives before a vehicle has been towed from a private tow-away zone 

or other private property.  

Requires the towing service to give a vehicle owner a receipt at the time the 

vehicle owner pays such a drop fee. 

Expands the grounds for bringing a civil action under the bill to include 

violations of the bill's provisions governing the provision of an estimate by a towing 

service at an accident scene. 



Legislative Service Commission -2- House Comm. Amends to Sub. S.B. 274 

With regard to a civil action, limits the revocation of a towing service's or storage 

facility's certificate of public convenience and necessity after a third violation to six 

months. 

With regard to a civil action, specifies that a court must not consider any 

violation committed by a towing service or storage facility prior to the revocation of the 

service's or facility's certificate of public convenience and necessity for purposes of a 

civil action initiated after the expiration of the applicable six-month revocation. 

Allows the owner of property that is designated as a private tow-away zone who 

does not have a contract with a towing service for the removal of vehicles from the 

property to retain existing private tow-away signs that do not comply with the bill's 

signage requirements for a period of six months after the bill's effective date. 

Requires the Public Utilities Commission to adopt rules establishing safety 

standards for towing equipment; standards for the removal of motor vehicles from 

private tow-away zones; an after-hours retrieval fee applicable to storage facilities, and 

requirements governing township and county regulation of towing.   

Enables cancellation of a home solicitation sale to be made by fax or email in 

addition to physical mail.  

Authorizes the seller of a home security system to provide related services 

during the home solicitation cancellation period if certain conditions are met. 
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