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SECRETARY OF STATE 

Election Integrity Unit 

▪ Creates the Election Integrity Unit in the office of the Secretary of State (SOS). 

▪ Requires the Unit to investigate alleged violations of the Election Law upon receiving 
complaints from the public or on its own initiative. 

▪ Allows the Unit to administer oaths, issue subpoenas, summon witnesses, compel the 
production of evidence, and hold hearings. 

▪ Requires the Unit to submit annual reports of its activities to the Governor and the 
General Assembly. 

▪ Requires prosecuting authorities, within one year of receiving a referral, to either 
prosecute the violation, request additional evidence from the Election Integrity Unit, or 
decline to prosecute via a written statement. 

▪ Permits the Election Integrity Unit to refer a case to the Attorney General (AG) if the 
prosecuting authority declines to prosecute the violation and send a written statement 
explaining why. 

▪ If the prosecuting authority requests additional evidence from the Unit, requires the Unit 
to respond to the request within 90 days. 

▪ If the Unit provides additional evidence, gives the prosecuting authority 180 days to 
prosecute or decline to prosecute via written statement; if the prosecuting authority does 
neither, permits the Unit to refer the case to the AG. 

Election statistics 

▪ Eliminates the requirement that the Secretary of State compile and publish the Ohio 
election statistics and the official roster of federal, state, county, township, and municipal 
officers biennially. 

Board of Elections Fund 

▪ Renames the Board of Elections Reimbursement and Education Fund to the Board of 
Elections Fund in the state treasury. 

▪ Specifies that the Secretary of State can provide advancements, subject to recoupment, 
to boards of elections using money from the fund. 

 

Election Integrity Unit 

(R.C. 3501.05(N) and 3501.055) 

The bill creates the Election Integrity Unit (Unit) within the office of the Secretary of State 
(SOS). 



Office of Research and Drafting LSC Legislative Budget Office 
 

P a g e  | 474  H.B. 96 
As Passed by the Senate 

Under SOS direction, the Unit must investigate allegations of election fraud and voter 
suppression, and any other election-related crime in Chapter 3599 of the Revised Code, except 
for alleged violations of certain campaign finance violations (prohibitions involving corporation 
and labor union funds for political purposes, and payroll deductions of political contributions). 

The public may submit allegations of election fraud and voter suppression to the Unit. On 
or by January 15 of each year, the Unit must submit a report to the Governor and General 
Assembly reporting the following information: 

▪ The number of allegations the unit received from members of the public; 

▪ The number of allegations the unit investigated on its own initiative; 

▪ The number of allegations the unit referred to another agency for further investigation or 
prosecution; 

▪ The general nature of each allegation, the county in which the violation is alleged to have 
occurred; and whether the allegation has been referred to another agency for further 
investigation or prosecution, and if so, to which agency, and the current status of the 
investigation or any resulting criminal or civil proceeding. 

The Unit is empowered to administer oaths, issue subpoenas, summon witnesses, compel 
the production of books, papers, records, and other evidence, and hold hearings. 

Within a year after receiving a referral for further investigation or prosecution from the 
Unit, the prosecuting attorney must either prosecute the violation, or provide the Unit a written 
statement, either explaining the reason for declining to prosecute the referral, or requesting any 
additional evidence needed to meet the prima facie standard of fraud under the election criminal 
law. 

If the prosecuting attorney declines to prosecute the violation within one year after 
receiving the referral, either through inaction or through the written statement, the Unit may 
refer the violation to the Attorney General (AG) for further investigation or prosecution. 

If the prosecuting attorney or the AG requests additional evidence, the Unit must provide 
the evidence, if available, within 90 days after receiving the request. 

Within 180 days after receiving the additional evidence, the prosecuting attorney either 
must prosecute the violation or provide a written statement to the Unit explaining a reason for 
declining to prosecute. 

If the prosecuting attorney fails to provide this statement or prosecute within 180 days 
after receiving the additional evidence, the Unit may refer the violation to the AG for further 
investigation or prosecution. 

Election statistics 

(R.C. 111.12) 

The bill eliminates the requirement that the Secretary of State compile and publish the 
Ohio election statistics and the official roster of federal, state, county, township, and municipal 
officers biennially. 
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Board of Elections Fund 

(R.C. 111.27) 

The bill renames the Board of Elections Reimbursement and Education Fund to the Board 
of Elections Fund in the state treasury. Under continuing law, the fund can be used by the 
Secretary of State to reimburse boards of elections for costs of certain special elections or 
recounts and to provide training and educational programs for boards of elections members and 
employees. The bill specifies that the Secretary can also provide advancements, subject to 
recoupment, to boards of elections using money from the fund. 

 

  


