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Disaster Recovery Assistance

Flooding, 
$31,323,561 

(28.3%)

Severe Storms, 
$37,799,039 

(34.2%)

Winter Storms, 
$23,439,430 

(21.2%)
Tornadoes, 
$12,858,003 

(11.6%)

Wind-Related, 
$3,084,911 

(2.8%)

Other*, 
$2,159,129 

(2.0%)

SDRP Authorization by Type of Event

Type of Event
Number of 
Incidents 
(Total: 94)

Number of 
Counties 
Impacted 
(Total: 72)

Flooding 51 55

Tornadoes 14 20

Severe Storms 13 38

Winter Storms 7 43

Wind-Related 7 6

Other* 2 2

The Ohio Emergency Management Agency (Ohio EMA) administers grant programs that provide 
supplemental disaster assistance to local governments, state agencies, and eligible private nonprofit 
organizations following declared disasters. 

State Disaster Relief Program (SDRP)
The SDRP, originally established in 1985, is a state funded reimbursement program that provides supplemental assistance to local 
governments and certain nonprofit organizations impacted by disasters that are not declared by the President of the United States. The 
SDRP is implemented following the Governor’s written authorization and requires State Controlling Board approval. Eligible expenses 
include costs associated with debris removal, emergency protective measures, and permanent work. To be eligible for SDRP assistance, a 
county’s damage must meet a countywide per capita indicator. Assistance is cost-shared between the Ohio EMA and the recipient. 

$110,664,074 Total SDRP Spending 
1990 through 2024

Source: Ohio Emergency Management Agency

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Public Assistance (PA) Grant
 Program

The FEMA PA Program provides supplemental federal disaster assistance to state and local governments and certain private nonprofit 
organizations to respond to and recover from major disasters or emergencies declared by the President of the United States. Funding 
may be used for debris removal, emergency protective measures, and the repair, replacement, or restoration of damaged facilities. The 
federal share of assistance is at least 75%, with the state determining how the nonfederal share is split with an applicant. Ohio’s first PA 
Program declaration occurred in 1964, but costs were not tracked by the Ohio EMA until 1990. 

$1,303,623,819 Total FEMA PA Program Spending 
1990 through 2024  

SDRP Spending by Type of Event

$4,547,608 (0.3%)

$19,737,083 (1.5%)

$44,822,017 (3.4%)

$51,666,862 (4.0%)

$189,768,720 (14.6%)

$412,859,024 (31.7%)

$580,222,506 (44.5%)

Other*

Tornadoes

Severe Storms

High Winds

Winter Storms

Flooding

COVID-19

*Includes the 2003 Ohio power outage and assistance for Hurricane Katrina evacuees sent to Ohio in 2005 by the American Red Cross.

FEMA PA Program Spending by Type of Event

*Includes 2001 Cincinnati riots and a 2004 fire in the Village of West Union in Adams County

Federal Disaster Declaration Process

Local officials 
respond to the 

event and  
conduct the 

initial damage 
assessment. 

Assistance from 
Ohio EMA may 
be requested.

Ohio EMA may 
request a joint 
(federal, state, 

and local) 
Preliminary 

Damage 
Assessment  

(PDA) if damage 
exceeds the 

state’s recovery 
capacity,

Based on joint 
PDA findings, 
the Governor 
may submit a 
request for 

federal 
assistance. 

Presidential 
approval 

activates certain 
response and 

recovery 
assistance 

programs. If 
denied, no 

federal 
assistance is 

granted.

There have been 
28 Presidential 
declarations in 

Ohio since 1990

A 
disaster 

event 
occurs.

On average, the federal 
share has covered 

approximately 86% of 
Ohio’s FEMA PA funding 

since 1990
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