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Ohio Expositions Commission 

Quick look... 
 

 The Ohio Expositions Commission (EXP) produces the annual Ohio State Fair and operates the 
Ohio Expo Center, a year-round multi-purpose convention and meeting facility.  

 As of August 2019, the Commission employs 60 full-time permanent staff. EXP also hires about 
600 seasonal workers for the State Fair and about 90 seasonal workers for nonfair events. 

 The budget appropriates $32.5 million in funding over the biennium.  

 Overall, 97.8% of the Commission’s budget comes from receipts collected from the State Fair 
and nonfair events, with the remaining 2.2% coming from the GRF. 

Fund Group 
FY 2018 
Actual 

FY 2019 
Actual 

FY 2020 
Appropriation 

FY 2021 
Appropriation 

General Revenue $363,750 $363,749 $363,750 $363,750 

Dedicated Purpose $15,653,144 $16,509,212 $15,775,897 $16,038,166 

Total $16,016,894 $16,872,961 $16,139,647 $16,401,916 

% change -- 5.3% -4.4% 1.6% 

GRF % change -- 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

Agency overview 

The Ohio Expositions Commission (EXP) is responsible for maintaining the buildings and 
grounds on an approximately 360 acre site in Columbus that is used as a year-round venue for 
large events and exhibitions. Overall, there are over one million square feet of event space in 
the 14 buildings that are part of the Ohio Expo Center. In addition to hosting the annual State 
Fair, the Expo Center brings in approximately 185 events and exhibitions throughout the year. 
Receipts from these sources make up the bulk of operating revenue under EXP’s budget. 
Beyond what is appropriated for operating expenses in the main operating budget, EXP receives 
a substantial amount of funding under the capital budget to modernize the buildings and 
grounds in order to keep the Expo Center competitive among other venues in bidding for shows 
and exhibitions.  

The Commission is governed by a 15-member board. Previously, the number of board 
members had been 14; H.B. 166 added the Ohio State University’s Dean of the College of Food, 
Agricultural, and Environmental Sciences as a member. As of August 2019, the EXP staff roster 
included 60 full-time employees. However, to plan for and produce the State Fair, the 
Commission typically hires an additional 600 seasonal workers, as well as about 90 seasonal 
workers for the other year-round events held at the Ohio Expo Center.  
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Analysis of FY 2020-FY 2021 budget 

The budget appropriates approximately $16.1 million in FY 2020 and $16.4 million in 
FY 2021 for EXP operations. Broken down by source, 97.8% of all EXP’s funding comes from 
receipts collected from both the State Fair and other events held at the state fairgrounds. The 
remaining 2.2% of funding comes from the GRF and is used to cover part of the cost of holding 
the Junior Fair alongside the annual State Fair.  

Junior Fair Subsidy (ALI 723403) 
 

FY 2016 
Actual 

FY 2017 
Actual 

FY 2018 
Actual 

FY 2019 
Actual 

FY 2020 
Appropriation 

FY 2021 
Appropriation 

GRF ALI 723403, Junior Fair Subsidy  

$374,780 $372,998 $363,750 $363,749 $363,750 $363,750 

% change -0.5% -2.5% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 
 

This line item is used to support the Junior Fair portion of the Ohio State Fair, which 
includes premium payments to participants, payments for judges, meals, and lodging for the All 
Ohio State Fair Band and Choir, and other related costs. The Junior Fair portion of the 2019 
Ohio State Fair cost approximately $750,000 to host. Any costs that exceed the appropriation 
are paid from the Expositions Fund (Fund 5060), described in further detail below. 

Ohio State Fair Harness Racing (ALI 723602) 
 

FY 2016 
Actual 

FY 2017 
Actual 

FY 2018 
Actual 

FY 2019 
Actual 

FY 2020 
Appropriation 

FY 2021 
Appropriation 

Fund 4N20 ALI 723602, Ohio State Fair Harness Racing  

$272,749 $327,086 $353,502 $344,976 $375,000 $375,000 

% change 19.9% 8.1% -2.4% 8.7% 0.0% 
 

This line item is used to pay cash awards for harness races held in conjunction with the 
State Fair. The Ohio State Fair Harness Racing Fund (Fund 4N20) is a pass-through fund which 
holds entry fee receipts for the harness races collected by the Commission. These amounts are 
then disbursed to Scioto Downs, where these races are held. Overall, Fund 4N20 collected 
approximately $324,000 in receipts and disbursed nearly $345,000 in awards in FY 2019. 

Operating Expenses (ALI 723601) 
 

FY 2016 
Actual 

FY 2017 
Actual 

FY 2018 
Actual 

FY 2019 
Actual 

FY 2020 
Appropriation 

FY 2021 
Appropriation 

Fund 5060 ALI 723601, Operating Expenses  

$14,244,464 $14,663,050 $14,999,642 $15,864,236 $15,100,897 $15,363,166 

% change 2.9% 2.3% 5.8% -4.8% 1.7% 
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This line item is used to pay all expenses related to operations at the Expo Center. Also, 
any additional expenses for the Junior Fair portion of the Ohio State Fair in excess of the 
$363,750 GRF subsidy for the purpose will be covered by funding under this line item.  

The Ohio Expositions Fund (Fund 5060) is comprised of fees charged during the annual 
State Fair and nonfair events. Income is derived from space rentals, exhibit entries, admissions, 
parking, and other such sources. Nonfair revenues consist of charges for building rentals, 
parking, and concession income from the 185 or so events held at the Expo Center throughout 
the year. Overall, CY 2018 receipts from the State Fair and nonfair events totaled approximately 
$15.2 million. Of that amount, approximately $8.9 million (58.6%) was derived from the 2018 
State Fair.  

Uncodified law included in the budget allows the General Manager of the Expositions 
Commission, in consultation with the Director of Budget and Management, to submit a request 
to the Controlling Board to use available amounts in the State Fair Reserve Fund (Fund 6400) to 
supplement funding if revenues from the 2019 or 2020 Ohio State Fair are unexpectedly low. 
The last time the Commission exercised this authority was in 2002. Similarly, the Director of 
Budget and Management, in consultation with the General Manager of the Expositions 
Commission, may determine that the Ohio Expositions Fund (Fund 5060) has a cash balance in 
excess of EXP’s anticipated operating costs for the fiscal year, in which case that excess cash may 
be transferred to Fund 6400. 

Grounds Maintenance and Repairs (ALI 723604) 
 

FY 2016 
Actual 

FY 2017 
Actual 

FY 2018 
Actual 

FY 2019 
Actual 

FY 2020 
Appropriation 

FY 2021 
Appropriation 

Fund 5060 ALI 723604, Grounds Maintenance and Repairs  

$299,994 $299,998 $300,000 $300,000 $300,000 $300,000 

% change 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 
 

This line item provides funding for the cost of certain smaller-scale maintenance and 
repair projects on the grounds of the Expo Center. It is supported by receipts from the State 
Fair and other events that are deposited into Fund 5060. Upgrades to the fairgrounds are 
undertaken with the goal of making the property more attractive to potential customers and 
increasing the number of nonfair events held at the fairgrounds. These improvements include 
renovations to the Celeste Center and the new agricultural and multi-purpose facilities. Any 
such costs that exceed the appropriation would be paid from appropriation item 723601, 
Operating Expenses.  

In addition to this funding, EXP typically receives capital funding for building and 
grounds renovations, upgrades, and new construction. For example, H.B. 529, the capital 
budget act for the FY 2019-FY 2020 capital biennium, provides the Commission with 
$6.0 million for improvements at the maintenance complex and the Rhodes Center, as well as 
the ice plant in the Coliseum building. A further $1.0 million was provided for emergency 
repairs and major equipment purchases. 

EXP/zg 


